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1 e to paſe d the laft days, that the OY of 
the Lord's houſe ſhall be eftabliſbed'in the top of the mountains,” i 

and ſhall be exalted above the hills; and all nations ſball fas 

unto it's And many people ſball go and ſay, Come ye, and let 

us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the houſe of the Goth 

of Jacob, and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk 

in his paths; for. out of Zion ſhall go cr the 18 and cbs 


wy * erer n 


[* cha as of oh en of the church of 
God in the days of the Meſſiah; we have repreſented to 
vs, under lively metaphors,” the means and manner of ac- 
compliſhing it, with the true and genuine effects thereof. 
The means, by which this great event is to be brought a- 
dout, ſeem to be in themſelves hut weak, and to bear but ſmall 
proportion to the greatneſs of the effect to be produced by 
them; yet they are mighty through Ged to the pulling down" 
1 of the ſtrong holds of Satan: And they are here metapho-—- 
rically repreſented to be the revelation of Chrift, aud making 
5 manifeſt the ſavour of his knowledge among them. And 
this not only by the preaching of Christ, but alſo by che 
holy Chriſt-like converſation, and pious example of h A. 
ciples and followers; which will be ſach a kind of expoſition 
and comment upon his doctrines and laws, as ſhall powerfully* . 
convince. the world of their divine original, and be effectual 
to allure and perſuade the Heathen to embrace and ſubmit to 
them, and join themſelves to the people of the Lord. \  * 
The manner in which this manifeſtation of Chriſt ſhall be 
made, is by lifting him up as an enfign to their view, wich 
the ſaving works and fruits of his Spirit in his people. And * 
Ye effects of this, ſo far as he ſhall be made known among. 
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? . are EG Ne to be very great at . 
2 captivated with his beauty and glory, quit their iq, 


put away every abomination; enquire” after] and in 


Obſerve 
ſhall be 
to the e 


LES themſcives in his laws, and practiſe them upon choice And 
Weir principles and ſprings of action, their temper and diſpo ! and the 
_ Ktion, their views and aims, their choice and courſe of life allure, 
their buſineſs 'and company, are all new ; yea, all old thing: an to com; 
paſſed away, behold, all things are become neu. And this n thing c: 
© be ſeen in a ſhort view of the lively metaphors in our text, we can 
And it ſball come to aſs in the laſt days, i. e. in the days of mighty 
the Meſiah's kingdom, or after che performance of that pro. without 
miſe. of he father to him, Pal. ii. 6, 7. Ter have 7 fet my King glory. 
upon my holy hill of Zion, I uill declare the decree ©: The Lon And 
hath ſaid unto me, Theu art my Son, this day have I begotten nounta: 
#hee. Which the Apoſtle tells us, Acts xiii. 33. God fufſllu 2 genu 
unte us, when he raiſed up his Son Jefus again from the dea the 
Then the Father began to anſwer the requeſt of his Son, v. . Come y 
and give him the Heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermf ory 


parts of the earth for his poſſeſſion. The ſeparating wall between 
Jews and Gentiles was then broken down; and, from 'that 
time, Zion began to lengthen the cords of ber * n might 


receive the Gentiles to her habitation. Obſ 
That the mountain of the Lard's houſe, i. e. Mount Morin of Chr 
where ſtood the temple and city Zeru/alem, thoſe illuſtrious WW and th 
types of Chriſt and his church; Shall be eftabliſhed in the top F and ir 
the mountains, and ſball be exalted ahave the hills. The moun« WM hearts 
_ tains which were raund about Jeruſalem were much higher I you n 
than mount Morjah was, and bounded the beautiful profpet {MW their x 
of the temple and city of God, Which confinement of their i vitatio 
beauty and glory to ſuch narrow limits, was a lively emblem of I ways. 
the confinement of divine revelation, and the true worſhip of Go, to his 
to:thoſe who attended on his ordinances at Jeruſalem, which the WM to def 
Gentiles were ſhut out from, and ſtrangers to, as they all were WW may d 
from a view of the glory of the temple and church of God, who WW the ſa 
dwelt beyond thoſe mountains which encompaſſed them. Now BW love a 


the prophecy is, that this mountain Moriah, with the temple W other 
and city of God upon it, ſhall be raiſed up fo high above al ſo it i 
the mountains which were round about, that it ſhould be ex: his w: 
hibited as fully and fairly to the view of all who dwelt beyond, WM # his 
as it ever was to thoſe who lived within the circuit of them. 


U . 
* 


HB: 
Obſerve, It A te ie af the mountzins; apd ſo 
hall become the Lingle or chief ogject of their Es 
to the ends of the earth, to which i it ſhould be ſeen. fl 
And all nations Ball f unto it, The 4X PEAR the temple, J 
and the comelipeſs of Teruſalem, all. invite, 
allure, and captiyate them, that they will 755 r elſe 
w compel them, Their hearts Will. be fo engaged; that no» 
thing can reſtrain them, or keep them back, an any more than, 
we can reſtrain the flowing of Jardan, or the courſe of 2, 
mighty torrent, „They will come with one conſent, and. 
without delay, when « ance their os are captivated with this 
lory. - 
And many ſhall go and ſay, Cime ve, and bt ws 86 up to the 
mountain of the Lard, to the hauſe of the Gd of Jacob, This! is 
2 genuine effect of the goſpel, when it is © preached with. 
che Holy Ghoſt ſent down From Heaven,” Many fball fay, 
7.3, Come ye, go with Us, Tt his is far from the diſpoſition of 
mW worldlings, who would ingroſs to themſelves every benefit, 
ren and advantage within their reach; and feed their pride, by. 
that WY boaſting of it as their own, without a Ne equally bene · 
ig fired and privileged with themſelves, | 

Obſerve, no ſooner do they behold this 725 the glow. [91-0 
in of Chriſt, but their compaſſions moye to all around them; 1 
ous Wl and they are not willing to be happy aloe, but the urgency FEW 
pof WY and importunity they ufe; ſhew the- engagedneſs uf their 
un« WH hearts for the good of others, as well as themſelves. © And 
her BY you | may obſerve the end they have. in view, and what: 
ett their pious. hearts are aiming at, in this kind, and urgent in- 
er vitation, in the, following words : And he will teach us of his. 
er ways, If there be true love. ta Criſt, there will, be alſo love, 
100, WM to his laws ; z. and every. one knows, it · is the property of love 
the WF to defire to know the will of che Beloved, ang what they 
« may do to pleaſe him, and how they may have i in themſelves. 
OW 
ple 


the ſame graces, beauties, and excellencies, for which they, 

love and eſteem the Beloved : Which, in this caſe, can no 

other way be, but by knowing and obeying his laws. And 

all W fo it is here: For the end, for which they deſire ta know |} 
x bis ways, is, that they may practiſe them And we will walk 
d, in bis pathe. And this is fully explained to be the caſe, in 
the following words: For out * Zion ſhall 7 1 the e 
and. 


: 


t 5 op 
ve the wird. of the Lord from Fern, "When a any arg 
| eaptiyated, and ſavingly won over to Chrift, they at once 
eſtgem and love his laws : And not only, as as they are a com. 
pleat tranſcript of the moral perfections of him whom their 
fouls love, A exhibit thoſe graces and excellencies for 
which they more | eſpecially love him; and as their having 
chem tranſcribed into their hearts, and put into their minds, 
wil render them the objects of his complacence ; : and the 
yait of them render them odious, and the objects of his ab- 
hoxrence : But thi eſtcem, and love, and deſire them, as as 
that, in a full and compleat conformity to which, is that 
heaven and happineſs, which all holy ſouls moſt intenſely 
| deſire, and earneſtly long after, This is the yery prize of 
their high calling of Cod in Chrift Jeſus, which every believer 
3s hungring and thirfting, running and labouring, fighting 
and ſtriving for. This is the very matter of their ſtrife and 
contention, in all the Chriſtian warfare, as the A oſtle de- 
ſcribes it in three words, firiving againſt ſin. And it will be 
ſo, till they get to the end of this ſtate of imperfection, and 
_ the mark they are aiming at ; which is nothing ſhort 
of that perfection in holineſs, which faints are the e 
of beyond the grave. 
But that which may, as Cod ſhall cradle upon this occas 
fion, employ our thoughts, is his: 


DocTt. That the manifeſtation of Chriſt, among the Heas 
then, will powerfully and effectually draw them unto him. 


This is the way in which Chrift Jeſus has made his con- 
queſts hitherto; and the way in which he will accompliſh 
what 1s yet remaining to be done, according to his word, 


And I ſhall endeavour to ſhew—How Chrift i is to be ma- In. 
nifeſted for this purpoſe That chis is the great mean ap- PW q 
pointed by God for it—And that all who are brought to, 
Chrift thus, come moſt freely. | the «. 


I. How Chrift is to be manifeſted, in arder to win the na- right at 
tions to him. And this no doubt ſuppoſes all that is neceſ- IM they ſe. 
ſary to convince finners of their neceſſity of him, and his but to 
ſuitableneſs and all-fufficiency for them; and whatever is ne- loverei, 
ceſſary to perſuade them to come to him. And fo it fupps- 
Lies and implics, _ 


LE 7 


1. The openiag to mem; a des nad assi tit; 
de pollution and finfulneſs, and conſequently, the miſery 
md danger of their ſtate by nature. And this is to be done: 
by a clear opening, explaining, and applying the law, in the 
extent, holineſs, and ſpirituality of it. The law is 
adapted to this purpoſe; By the law is the. knowledge: of -hs 
Rom. iii. 20,-—and vii. 7. I had not known fin but by the law. 
—and Pſalms xix. 7. The law of the Lord is perfect, convert- 
ing the "ſoul. Perfect, not only as a rule of righteouſneſs; 
but perfect, as an inſtrument for this purpoſe. In this, a8 
in a glaſs, the finner who is brought to fix his eyes upon it, 
may, and can't but ſee the deformity of his whole nature and 
life ; that he is indeed altogether filthy.” Rom. vii. 94 
Men the commandment came, fin revived, and I died. There 
is yet ſuch a. candle of the Lord” in the breaſt of every 
finger, . whoſe © conſcience is not ſeared as with a hot iron,” 
nd in the breaſts of Heathens as well as others, that they 
can't hut give in to it, when it is ſet before them; and they 
are, by any means, perſuaded to attend to it, and fix their” 
eyes upon it, that it is holy, juſt, and good ; and they, con- 
ſequently, wholly defiled and abominable in God's fight, And 
3 this is their ſtate, ſo they are, by the righteous ſentence of 
the law, condemned to endleſs miſery, and - ſtand expoſed to 
the execution of it upon them, at each and every moment 
* bey live; and nothing but the ſovercign good pleaſure of 
Cad, to whoſe juſtice they have made themſelves obnoxious, 

a» WH makes any difference between them and thoſe who feel the 
weight of his wrath, and are "_ up in total _ of his 
mercy. for ever. | 

And as by the law they are —_—— that er are with 
out righteouſneſs, ſo they are alſo upon trial convinced they 
are without ſtrength, ſpiritually dead, * carnal, fold under 
fo,” and utterly unable to perform ſo much as one inſtance 
of obedience as the law requires; and that, as they are, they 
are fit for nothing elſe, and deſerve nothing elſe, but to be 
the „ veſſels of God's wrath” for ever, and that it is quite 
Tight and juſt for God to make them ſo, And, in this caſe, 
they ſee they have no other way to turn, or courſe to ſteer, 
but to yield themſelves up, to be in the hands, and at the 
lovereign diſpoſal of Ged ; as they are already, and cannot 
otherwiſe 
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e Abd fach' a corivitiow of uud of their 
ſtate by nature, as well as practice, is neceſſary . in order, 
1 That Grit may be pretious in all his offices. The ue „ in ev 
need not the Pigſician, $02 they thut are ich. a That they may ne this 
be well pleafed with the. way of ſulvation by free and ſovereign « the bat 
grace alone 3. Thut chey may. fully and heartily acknow. N aaral con! 
ledye their obligations to be wholly the Lords ſervants. Ye hd as h. 
nur your own\ Tu. are bought: > with & price-r 'therefors glorify « 2 juſt 


grealed 
pom the 


Cod in your e ee your ſpirit whith- are. God's,- 4. That the . fake.“ 
promiſes may be precipus to them and chat they may truſt to iſue in 
them, live upon them, and: chooſe: chem for their only por mmſtanc 
ton and heritage for ever, When they are well convinced il te grand 
they Have nothing of their n to truſt- -toy and are perſuaded rorld for 
and conſtrained to make trial, only of chat mercy and lo- 9. F 7. 
ving·kindneſs which Cod enorciſts, & our of His own heart; Wi kt becauy 
they will embrace and rejoice ini the promiſes, as the bond I d world, 
the grant, and charter, which conveys/ and well ſecures, al Wk word 
the good chey want for time r ti n them ge Lord ; 
„3 us indeb- tz. They mu 
2. Chrift maſt; be ſet a them in all his luitabienefs an they prof 
Al ſuffeieney for them, as able fully to ſupply: all the neceſſities WM tlves for 
which the law has convinced them of; as their righteouſneſß, reaſonabl: 
ſtrength, life, light,” peace, Se. as all in all.“ And pro- in kypocr 
portionally, as was the conviction of their neceffities, ſo will nal things 
Chriſt be precious, _ fo will * gg: in n _ in al Win their C 
u offices. | the Phari 
3. Chriſt muſt be manifeſb ir the Holy Chrilt ke conver · BW © we bli 
fation- of his profeſſors and followers e His life muſt be i the love 
manifeſt in their mortal fleſh,” This is the “ light that mult Wi a truth w 
© ſhine” before them, to move them to glorify our Father Wl ovetous, 
«which is in heaven,” And without the manifeſtation of this enm 
Chrift thus, little good is to be expected by all the preaching I the truth 
of him among the Heathen ; ſo long as they ſhall be watch ' and finnd 
ing, as they naturally will, to ſee whether the preachers and an hundr 
profeſſors of him do really believe what they profeſs and and, in th 
teach; and ſo long as they ſhall rake the evidence given by WW the refers 
practice to be ſurer and better, than by any profeſſion with- WW not expe 
out it. alſo aſſur 
We can no other way give the Heathen more convin in Chri- 
evidence of the truth, reality, and importance of the thin 


thoughts 
rev ; 


t 23 


eir | ded d the. goſpel, e dn mo. d inderd: believe. A 
on them to be true, than by a life and converſation form- 
ole , in every reſpect, according to hem. Nor will any thing 
anke this juſtify the greateſt urgency and i importunity therein, 
gn n the bar of their conſciences: There is nothing that na- 


ral conſcience does more homage to, than to this: Herod, 
had as he was, feared John Japtiſt, knowing that he was 
« 2 juſt man, and an holy; and did many things for hig 
« fake,” And if this conviction be not effectual, it will like - 
iſſue in ſome degree of perſecution, if the temper and cir- 
amſtances of the people favour. it. And this I take to be 
he grand ſource of all the perſecution that has been in the 
world for Chri/t's ſake 3 as our Saviour aſſures us, John xv. 
19. F ye were of the 'wardd, the world would love his own ; 
tut becauſe ye are not of the world, but I haue choſen you aut of 
the world, therefore the world hateth yau. ver. 20. Remember 
the word that I ſaid unte you, the ſervant is not greater than 
the Lord: if they have perſecuted me, they will perſecute. yau. 
They muſt either hate the ſaints for the truths, of Crit 
they profeſs, and his image which they bear; or hate them- 
ſelves for the contrary. And this hatred and enmity cannot 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be leſs (however it may be diſguiſes) 
in hypocrites ; who, in addition to their attachment to car- 
ul things, in common with others, pride themſelves much 
in their Chriſtian name and profeſſion. This was notable in 
the Phariſees of old; with what contempt do they ſay, are 
* we blind alfo?” And when our Saviour taught, that 
the love of the world was inconſiſtent with the love of God, 
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it BY a truth which every believer knows; the Phariſees, who were 
er covetous, derided, Luke xvi, 14. And there is no avoiding 
of Wl this enmity, nor the effects of it, while believers profeſs 
dhe truth, and live as Chriſtians indeed, among hypocrites 
„ud ſinners. And hence it is, that when Chrif promiſes 
: an hundred-fold in this life, for all we part with for his fake, 
| 


and, in the world to come, a reward of eternal life; it is with 
the reſerve and conſideration of perſecution, which they may 
not expect to eſcape, Luke x. 29, 30. And the Apoſtle 
alſo aſſures us, 2 Timothy iii. 1 2. That all who will live godly 
in Chrift Jeſus, ſball ſuffer perſecution : And he turns our 


. to the ſame ſource of it, when he ſays, Gal. iv. 29. 
B But 


a born after the ſpirit, ſo it is now, But, "coſt us what i 


effectual. And this bring me to the next thing Propoſed 


church's enlargement in the latter 22 


1 = 
But ar then he that was born after the fleſb, perſecuted him th, 
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will, this is the way Chrift muſt be nianifeſted ; and the more 
clearly and fully it be done, the more likely will it be to be 


VIZ, 
II. That this is the great appointed means for accompliſh- 
ing this end, viz. the gathering of the Heathen to Chrif, 
This was foretold by the prophets, Iſaiah, xi. 10, 12. 
And in that day, there ſhall be a root of Feſſe, which ſhall fand 
for an enſign of the people: to it ſhall the Gentiles ſeek, and hi 
reſt ſhall be glorious, &c. The ſame was alſo foretold by Chrif 
Himſelf ; and 7, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto me, And 
this was the very errand the Apoſtles were ſent forth upon, 
© to be witneſſes of Chrift,” and, © make manifeſt the ſavou 
«of his knowledge in every place,” that all nations might 
« believe on him through their word.“ And, in this way, 
the power and efficacy of the goſpel has all along appeared, 
though in itſelf a fmall and inconfiderable means ; inſomuch, 
that the Apoſtle calls it feoh/bneſs, (1 Cor. i. 21.) yet itis 
« mighty through God, for the pulling down the ſtrong holds 
* of Satan,” This has already ſubdued nations and king 
doms, and ſubjected them to the King of Zion; and this i 
that whereby Cod will accompliſh all the promiſes of the 
I will juſt hint a 
few plain reaſons of this point, 

Reaſon 1. Becauſe their diſeaſes are ſpiritual and moral, 
and therefore to be cured only by ſpiritual and moral reme 
dies. The gaining their wills, and inclining their hearts to 
Chrift, is the great thing to be done, 

Reaſon 2. Becauſe the relief provided for ſinners, and ex- 
hibited in the goſpel, is the only relief neceſſary for them: 
There only is the balm and phyſician which their deplorabł 
and periſhing ſtate ſtand in need of: None but Chrift cat 
ſupply or help them, and therefore they are drawn and com- 
pelled, by the manifeſtation of him, to come to him. 

Reaſon 3. Becauſe the conſiderations here exhibited att 


ſo weighty, and the motives and reaſons to comply are ſo fot- 


cible, that none, who give place to them, can withſtand then. 


They are the greateſt, and moſt weighty, and forcible, thi 
8 | — 


pe pot 
Id, an 
dera tion 
good, bu! 
evil on tl 
pliance. | 
Chriſt's m 
ther Pag⸗ 


freely, N 
Cirift, ti 
the great 
only rem 
keep the 
and ſuch 


of the m 
reral live 
J. 6, to 
and the 

calf, and 
child ſbal 
nung on. 
like the o. 
and the 
They ſbal 
earth ſha 
the ſea, 

has alrea 
luſts, vic 
ungratef 
no juſt g 
ance th 


Com} 


ge poſſible, in the nature of things; infinite good on the one 
und, and infinite evil on the other: Lea, there is every con- 
eration ſuitable to compel them; for, not only an infinite 
pod, but all poſſible good on the one hand, and all poſſible 
il on the other, is there propoſed as motives to their com- 
pliance. Such are the arguments, ſuch the ſpiritual weapons, 
(rif's miniſters are furniſhed with; and when ſinners, whe- 


they can't reſiſt the force of them. 
I now come to ſay, WPF 
III. That all who are thus brought to Chrif, come moſt 
freely, Nothing will, or ever can, perſuade them to come to 
Cirif, till ſuch a conviction of the truth of their ſtate, and 
the greatneſs of their neceſſities, and the ſuitableneſs of this 
only remedy provided for them, do it. But then, nothing can 
keep them back from him: Compelled by ſuch arguments, 
ad ſuch a view of the caſe, they are made willing; and ſa 
viling, that, (anſwerable to the metaphor in the text) they 
fro to Chriſt, as freely, and as much without any force put 
won themſelves, as the waters of a full river flow down to 
their appointed place. And it is not only a change of life, 
but principally a change of heart, that is here intended, 
from which proceeds that which is external. Which effects 
of the manifeſtation of Chriſt, this prophet repreſents by ſe- 
reral lively metaphors, in the-1 1th chapter of this prophecy, 
J. 6. to the 9. The wolf alſo ball he down with the lamb ; 
ral, Wi «1d the leopard ſhall lie down with the kid: And the 
calf, and the young lion, and the fatling together, and a little 
wild ſhall lead them. And the cow and the bear ſhall feed, their 
ung ones ſball lie down together: And the lien ſhall eat ſtrau 
hte the ox. And the ſucking child ſball play on the hole of the aſp, 
end the weaned child ſhall put his hand on the cockatrice- den. 
They ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all my holy mountain : For the 
earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the fea, Which repreſents to us, what abundant experience 
us already taught us, that the greatneſs and abſtinacy of the 
luſts, vices, and prejudices of men, and even the ſavage, cruel, 
ungrateful, and brutiſh diſpoſition. of American Pagans, are 
no juſt ground of diſcouragement to the Miniſters of Chrift, 
ance the weapons of their warfare are ſpiritual, and thus, 


* mighty 


her Pagans, or others, will duly attend to and conſider them, 5 


4 12 1 
- mighty through Cod, to tame and ſubdue them. Dian 
the wolf and the lamb, the leopard and the kid, are made te 
lodge quietly together; and habitations of cruelty have been, 
and will be made, dwelling places of peace and righteouſneſi 
Such whoſe hearts and ways were moſt oppoſite, have been, 
and may be reconciled to the law and che croſs of Chviſt; and 
the more oppoſite their hearts and ways were, the more has 
their love abounded, when they were reconciled to him, and 
the more free and abundant have been their acts of duty and 
obedience to all his laws, And it muſt needs be ſo; becauſe, 
1. Theſe means are calculated only to win their heart, 
and gain aver their wills to Chri/i: And in this, is the power 
of the mighty conqueror peculiarly diſplayed; Pfal. cx. 3. H. 
the day of thy power, thy people ſhall be made willing. All his 
armour, when equipped for the moſt glorious victory and con- 
queſt, is only calculated for this purpoſe, viz. to make his peo- 
ple willing and voluntary ſubjects to his ſceptre, Pfal. xly. 4, 
5. Gird thy fword upon thy thigh,” © moſt mighty * with thy 
glory and thy majeſty, And in thy Majeſty ride profperouſly, 
becauſe of truth, and mecbneſt, and righteouſneſs: And thy right 
hand ſhall teach thee terrible things. Thine arrows are ſbarp in 
the hearts of the King's enemies ; whertby the people fall under 
thee. And it is alſo for this end, he is ſending forth his An. 
baſſadors with the miniſtry of reconcihation ; the matter and 
deſign of which is ſuggeſted in thoſe few words, 2 Cor. v. 
20. Me pray you tn Chriſt's flead be ye reconciled to God. And 
this is the end for which, as Mediator, he received the king: 
dom of his father, and ſways the ſcepter of the univerſe, vis. 
that he might put down all oppoſition, and reconcile the 
world unto Cd; and preſent to him a glorious church, 
not having ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing.” Eph. v. 27. 
His heart is conſtantly ſet apon accompliſhing this deſign; 
as all the calls, perſuaſives, intreaties, and counſels of wiſdom, 
as well as the conrfe of his providential dealings with his pev- 
ple, abundantly demonftrate, And when this is done, be 
will deliver up the kingdom to Cod, even the Father." 
1 Cor. xv. 24. And his breaking thoſe who are obſtinate 
and irreconcileable, with a rod of iron, and daſhing them in 
pieces as a potter's veſſel, will be his ſtrange work, which be 


will have no pleafure in, but only as his reQoral holineſs, . 
6 


oo} 23'S 


require it. * 3 


zny force put upon themſelves; becauſe only free · will ſervices 
and offerings are acceptable with Gad. John xv. 8, Herein ir 
my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit. The heart is firſÞ 
and principal in this matter; ene eee e e 
ned, all is free and upon choice. 


Chrift, come moſt freely; becauſe, fuch a gaining of the heart 
and will to Chrift, and his laws, and government, as infers the 
greateſt freedom in the ſubject, is, in the nature of things, ab- 
ſolutely neceflarf to their own happineſs, There is nd fuck 
thing as forced delight in the law of the Lord here, nor can 
dere be in the enjoyment of God, and the holy exerciſes of 
peo · heaven hereafter 3 and therefore, all who da come to aun 
4. ft therein moſt freely, and upon choice. ; 

thy Uſe 1. We may hence infer, that a forced religion is 2 
0, falſe religion, wherher it be forced by outward means, or by 
igbt inward fears. While the heart is not inclined, it is not per- 
p in formed, nor any acts of it, to God, even to Cod.“ 

der Uſe: 2. This. diſcourſe may be n as time will al- 
m. low, in a way of addreſs, And, 

and 1. To him wha is now to he ſeparated to che ſacred * 
of the goſpel-miniſtry, with a ſpecial view to a miſſion far 
wa hence among the Gentiles, & to turn them from darkneſs. to 
ng: light, and from the power of Satan unto Cod.“ 


14 You are going, Dear Sir, to be“ a light to them that ſit 
the “ in darkneſs, and in the region and ſhadow of death.“ 
ch, And, as we believe, love to Ged, anda diſintereſted regard 


7. to, and compaſſion for, the periſhing foals of men, have 
; moved you to inlift yourſelf in this wadfare, at your own 
"mM, charges; and as we alſo believe, (if out charity don't miſ- 
c- take you) it is an offering of a fweer ſavour to the great 
be BY Redeemer, who will for ever account hit fafferings fully requi- 
1. ted, when “ he ſhall ſee that ſeed to ſerut him,“ which was 
ate promiſed for ** the travail of his ſoul : So we truſt, and 
are. confident, he will not fail to fulfil to you that gracious 


his miniſters, from generation to generation, under various 
— F ſcenes 


þevindiation of the honour of hi ws and government wilt 
Reaſon 3. They will come 0 ci freaky, aid Sie 


Reaſon 3. It muſt be, that thoſe wh are brought . 10 


1 
4 
, 
on 
' 7 
., 
bs 
4 * 
1 1 
4 
1 4 
„ 
# 
[1 
: 
4 
: 


— m — — * — — — 
— — _ 
* - 
4 - * - =—Y — 
ry - 
— . - 
n — — —— — - = 


promiſe, which has been the mighty prop that has ſupported = 


[14] N 


ſeencs of trial and temptation, ſince his gracious lips ſubjoineg 
it to their commiſſion, Lo! 7 am with you always : The fulfl. 
ment of which you will always find enough for you, in every 
condition, When you ſhall be ſeparated far from all earthly 
friends, and quite out of the reach of all expreſſions of their 
care for you, or kindneſs and love to you, but ſuch as they 
ſhall daily make at the throne of grace; you will not then 
find yourſelf alone and comfortleſs. If you ſhall be ſick 
among Savages, who have neither will, nor ſkill, to miniſter 
ſuitably for your relief; you may, upon this word of pro- 
miſe, ſafely. repoſe confidence in the great Phyſician, wha 


will ſupply, and more than ſupply, the want of earthly ones, 


who could be of no value to you without him, if you could 
have them: Or, if you ſhall diſcover malicious deſigns form- 
ing againſt you, by thoſe whoſe tender mercies axe cruelty, 
and whoſe ſtupid breaſts were never warmed with a-generous 
love towards their kindeſt benefactors, nor have ſentiments 
of gratitude reftrained them from returns of barbarous inhu- 
manity for the greateſt favours ſhewn them; then, in ſuch 
perils, (or ſuppoſe greater, if any may be thought of) you 
will have im, according to this word of promiſe, for your 
ſtrong tower, your refuge, and hiding-place, In darkneſs 
reſpecting duty, he will guide and direct your way. When 
your hands are feeble, and your heart faint, his comforts 
will delight and ſtrengthen you. When your fare is coarſe 
and hard, and your allowance much ſhort of the demands of 
nature, he will feed you with hidden manna,” and cauſe 
you to-drink of the ftreams of that river which makes glad 
the city of God, When your lodging is wet and cold, and 
vou have no covering above you, or defence about you, 
more than the unincloſed range of the owl, the cormorant, 
and the bittern, the viper, the wolf, and the bear ; you 
will lye all night in his embraces, and he will give ſleep 
to you, as to his Beloved ; and when you awake, you will 
be ſtill with him, and he will make the curtain of the ſkies 
as *. God's houſe to you, You will, in all your ſtraits, 
find yourſelf near to a compaſſionate father, who will be a 
ready and effectual helper in all your troubles : And. you 
never will find occaſion to be aſhamed of your confidence in 


him, but will know the bleſſedneſs of him“ who 
e 
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* the Lord his truſt.” You will open your mouth boldly iff 
vis cauſe, and ſpeak as one having authority, and not as 
u fearing or pleafing man, but God who ſearcheth the hearts.“ 
You will treat the important meſſages, which you ſhall deli- 
rer in God's name, from time to time, as great realities ; and 
with ſuch zeal- and importunity, as is ſuitable to the nature 
and conſequences of them. And what you ſhall ſpeak' with 
your mouth, will be ſo exemplified in your life, that the 
conſciences, even of Savages, will be conſtrained to witneſs 
for you, that you are indeed yourſelf under the governing 
influence of thoſe great truths which you teach : They will 
ſee your diſintereſted zeal for their ſalvation, and obſerve in 
you many evident fruits of another ſpirit, and other effects F 
. of your ſeeing and walking with him that is inviſible, than WM 
b were ever ſeen or known in the Pagan world. This will be a 
IS the moſt likely means to convince them effectually of the 

1 reality and certainty of thoſe great things which do moſt | 
1- nearly concern them, viz. the wretchedneſs and miſery of ( 


T” 
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h their ſtate by nature, their abſolute need of the remedy pro- | 
u vided for them in the goſpel ; and the moſt likely means to N 
r. perſuade and diſpoſe them to give a welcome entertainment 


s Wl to the glad tidings of the great ſalvation purchaſed for ſuctu, 
n And thus the mountain of the Lord's houſe will be by you | 


's exalted to open view among them, and exhibited in the moſt 
e advantageous manner, to invite and allure multitudes to flow 
f unto it. 

e This, Dear Sir, is what we pray, we Ships yea we expect, 


d by the blefling of God, will be the fruit and conſequence of 
q your labours of love among them: And this will richly com- 


I, penſate all you ſhall undergo ; however it may, in a thouſand 

, inſtances, much exceed all you have thought of, or what any, 

u without experience, can conceive in the affair. 

p And beſides the preſent ſatisfaction you will have, in being Jil 
I inſtrumental to deliver the poor creatures from their ſlavery Fi 
3 to Satan, and their brutiſh luſts, (which is richly worth Wl 
„ your foregoing ſuch honorary and lucrative poſts, as you vg 
a have had, and might have the offer of; and expending Ia 
u your fortune, your worldly eaſe and comfort to precure) Fi 
n you know, Sir, (though you will not look for it as of debt, Wl. 


- of grace) who has an that ** they, who turn ma- 
ye ny 


n 


" ny to rightequſne(s, ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of thy 
* firmament, and as the ſtars, for ever and ever.“ 

Tou may depend on Ky that many, and all who have truly 
at heart che ſpreading and enlarging the kingdom of the great 
Redeemer, will be helping yay by their prayers to God for you, 
** that an effectual door may, be opened unto you, and tha 
** utterance may be given ou; and that the effectual work, 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt, ſent down from heaven, may accom. 
pany your preaching- Chrift among them, and thereby the 
Lord's work be made abundantly to proſper in yaur hands 
and that you may he kept, at all times, and amidſt all peril 
and dangers, as ig the hollow of his hands ; and that, thro' 
his grace ſtrengthgoing you, yu may endure hardneſs, 28 a 
good ſoldier. of Vi, Ghrift.z; and ſo keep on your courſe 
and approve yanrlelt. to God, as that you may have great 
peace, and joy unſpeakable, by the way, and at laſt receive 
the crown of ecexgal life. h 
2. I ſhall coglude. with an addreſs to the people of Cad. 

And is the mayand-means tg enlarge the kingdom of the 
Redeemer; ſuch u have been .repreſented to you'? Then we 
may infer the way agd manner in which, as Chriſtians, we 
are bound toexett. ourſelves; in our reſpective places, for 
the furtheranq af this great and important deſign ; and that 
is, not only by u dle of univerſal holineſs, to recommend the 
religion of Jef to them, and invite them by our example, 
as we have opportunity, to embrack and practiſe the ſame 
but (as very fe of them have, or are at preſent like te have 
opportunity to ſae, or be influenced by, ſuch a light held 
forth to them) gur obligations riſe high to help it forward, 
by a free, chearful, and liberal contribution of our ſubſtance, 
according to our ſeveral ability, and as God ſhall favour us 
with opportunity and occaſion, for the ſupport of faithful 
and ' godly miffionaries, interpreters, ſchoolmaſters, Cc. to 
ſpread the knowledge of the only true Gad and Savigur, 23 
far and extenſively as may be, among them. But ſuch is the 
diſtance of their ſituation from us; ſuch their ſavage tem- 
per, and ſordid manner of living; ſuch their extreme pover- 
ty, as to any proper means of ſupporting teachers among 
them, unleſs we had enough of their own nations qualified 
to ſend, who can in ſome meaſure conform to them; 
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uch their jealouſies of, and prejudices againſt, thoſe who 
coſt earneſtly deſire their good; that this deſign cannot be 
proſecuted to purpoſe without great expence. And our ob- 
jeations hereto are very great; and perhaps, on ſome ac- 
counts, never ſo great as at the preſent time; Let re urge 
few conſiderations, to convince you of your duty, and 
nove you to ſhew your liberality on ſuch an inviting occa- 5 
fon, and not think much of a little expence in a cauſe of ſuch 


n. agnite importance to the periſhing ſouls of our fellow- men, 1 
+ chen a wide door is now opened; in anſwer to our prayers, 14 
eh, by a ſeries of occurrences, merciful indeed towards our land 


ind nation, of late years.—The obligations, and plain dic- 
ates of which, cannot be ſuitably complied with, unleſs we 
tert ourſelves to improve the favourable opportunity for this 
purpoſe. And was not the opening of ſuch a door, and 
making way for our proſecuting this deſigng an argument 15 
frequently uſed by us in our prayers to Cod for the ſucceſs of | 
his Majeſty's arms, while the aſpect of our public affairs was 
diſmal and threatening upon our land and nation, and we 
hardly knew whether to dread moſt; the "mercileſs rage of 
the Heathen, or our being ſubjected, with our little ones, to [ 
al the doleful conſequences of papal-tyranny and ſuperſti- {| 
ton ? Then in our diſtreſs we cried unto the Lord, that he 
would go forth with our armies, and, for his name's ſake and 
for Zion's ſake, break off, and put out of the way, that limb 
of Antichriſt in this land, which has been ſuch a mighty let 
to the enlargement of the Redeemer's kingdom in theſe ends 
of the earth, that thereby the word of Ged might have free 
tourſe, and run, and be glorified among the Pagans of this 
land, Shall we now forget how importunately we urzed this 
tauſe of Zion in our ſupplications to God? Can we forget 
the vows we made to him in our trouble? "Theſe prayers 
vere binding upon us, as they had the nature of a vow to l. 
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God in them, See Geneſis xxxviii. 20, 21. And Jacob 
vowed a vow, ſaying, if God will be with me, and will keep me 
in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and rai- 
ment to put on; ſo that I come again to my father's houſe in 
peace + then ſhall the Lord be my God; Obſerve, the thing he 
aſks, is with refergnce to God, or that Cd might be gloritied ; 


and the matter of his vow was only the benefit he aſked * 
C (6 
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Cad. 80 Pſalm lxi, 5. For thou O God, has heard my vow! 
thou haſt given me the heritage of thoſe that fear thy nam, i. e, 
what he aſked of God was ſuch an heritage; and he calls it 
a vow; becauſe he aſked for it only in the capacity of God's 
ſervant ; not to ſerve himſelf, but God with it. And then, 
and only then, when we improve fayours, received in anſwer 
to prayer, only for God's glory, do we pay our vows unto the 
Moſt High. And we only flattered Ged with our lips, and 
lied to him with our tongues, if we had not a full pur- 


poſe of heart, to improve the mercy prayed for, for that end, 


if God ſhould graciouſly hear and anſwer us: And if ſuch 
were not our purpoſe and engagement of heart, we aſked 
« amiſs to conſume it upon our luſts; our views terminated 
only in ourſelves, and, ſo our fervent ſupplications were only 
a ſolemn mocking of the Moſt High, And how, can we 
with boldneſs hold up our faces before God, if now, after he 
has ſo fully granted our requeſts, and made our outward e- 
ſtate ſo much more valuable and happy than ever it was, we 
grudge at an offering to him, which bears ſo little propor- 
tion to the greatneſs of the benefit we have received? And 
now Gad is mercifully trying us with the favour we ſo earneſt- 
ly requeſted of him, what may we expect from him, if we 
forget our obligations, and are cold and indifferent to the 
return he ſo reaſonably expects from us? We may get ſecure, 
and think ourſelves ſafe from danger ; but God can find out 
ways enough to chaſten us yet ſeven times more for this very 
fin ; and ways in which his righteouſneſs will be moſt con- 
ſpicuous. He can yet give theſe vanquiſhed Heathen (as ve 
are ready to call them) commiſſion to be pricks in our eyes, 
and thorns in our ſides, more than ever to vex us in the land 
wherein we dwell, And for ſeveral natural as well as mo- 
ral reaſons, I cannot but think we have reaſon to expedt 
this: for unleſs their ſavage temper be tamed by the go 
ſpel, and their manner of ſubſiſting, (i. e. by hunting) be al. 
tered, which we have no reaſon to expect but by a Chri- 
ſtian education ; they will- have no ſuch regard to. their 
leagues and covenants with us as we may depend upon; 
and they will always be expoſed to imbibe ſuch jealouſics of 
us as will move them to frequent hoſtilities and * 
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tine ravages upon our frontiers, our traders, &r, ; and eſpe · 
cally if any further attempts be made for farther ſettlements 

n their country, whereby the means of their ſubſiſtence will 
"effarily be lefſened. Wherefore, for our own ſafety, as 
yell as their good, it concerns us, without loſs of time, to 
improve the preſent opening in providence ; and not think 
nuch of any expence neceſſary thereto, And our neglect of 
i, or backwardneſs to it, will be a ſad evidence of hypocrify 
nd deceitful dealing with Cod, when we poured out our 
prayers to him in our troubles, 

2. We are under ſolemn and indiſpenſible obligations 
hereto, as God's covenant-people, If we are indeed what we 
profeſs to be, and what we are honoured with the name of 
bling, we have anſwered God's demand in the covenant, 
and have giyen him our heart, and with that haye given him 
every thing elſe. 2 Corinthians viii. 5. They firſt gave their 
qun ſelues unto the Lord, and unto us by the will of God, When 
bed has got our hearts, all we have will ofcourſe be devoted 
to him, We ſhall not count ourſelves, nor any thing we 
poſſeſs, our own, but God's property. And as ſuch, we ſhall 
field up all to him, all qur members, intereſts, and poſſeſſions; 
and employ ourſelves, and improve all we have, only agreeable 
to the character, and in the capacity, of ſervants to him, 
And to uſe theſe things otherwiſe, is to conſume them upon 
3 our luſts. If we are what we profeſs to be, the language of 
Ibu hearts is that of faithful ſervants, Lord, what wilt thou 


4 lave us to do? Acts i ix. 6. Our whole ſervice, and the utmoſt 
, n our power, will be moſt free. And it is only to us, in this 
1 4 character of his ſervants, and upon this profeſſion of ſubjection 
80 and obedience to him, ſuitable to this character, and not becauſe 
eg we were in any wiſe better than they,” that God has com- 
- mitted to us our ten talents; and only for this end, that, as his 
; Ul. ſervants, we may improve them for him, Agreeably to this, 
ri. ou may ſee Cod anſwered that difficult queſtion himſelf, Jer, 
er 19: But I ſaid, how ſhall I put thee among the children, and 
n; e thee a pleaſant land, a goodly heritage of the. hoſt of nati- 


of MW © —the anſwer is this, And 7 ſaid, thou ſhalt call me my Fa- 
ther, and ſhalt not turn away from me. i. e. when they ſhould 
decome his obedient people to ſerve and glorify him, he could 
ronlitently give them any thing ; it would not be loſt, buy 
"RM I 
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be improved i in the beſt manner for his glory, and ſo anſper 
the higheſt end and deſign of the giver. 

No it is upon theſe grounds, our being his people and 
ſervants, and upon the credit of our profeſſion to behave to- 
wards him as fuch, that God has made our outward condition 
ſo much more plentiful than the Pagans about us; and put 
it into our power to do more than they for the manifeſting 
his name in the world ; which is the higheſt glory he ſeeks 
from us, and the higheſt glory we can give him, And this 
is the moſt effectually done, by ſpreading the goſpel, and ma. 
king the knowledge of the way of life, therein revealed, as 
common and extenſive as poflible, that as many as may be 
of the fallen race may obtain eternal ſalvation. And what is 
plainer, or more clearly demonſtrable in all the Bible, than 
that the accompliſhment of this is an affair of greateſt account 
with God; and which the heart of the great Redeemer is moſt 
ſet upon ?. This fully appears from all the expence which Cd 
has been at; the means and methods he has been, and till 
is uſing and taking for this purpoſe (as I might eaſily ſhey, 
if it were needful to prove a point which is ſo plain.) And 
conſequently we can no way, more agreeably to his will, im 
prove our worldly ſybſtance, or more honour him with it, 
than by diſpoſing of it as there ſhall be occaſion, and an open- 
ing in providence for this purpoſe, And how can we be 
guiltleſs, if, through covetouſneſs, or want of love to Chrift, 
and compaſſion to periſhing ſouls, or through diſtruſt of the 
providence of Cod for our own ſupport, and that too while 
he is blefling us with fulneſs, we grudge to impart a few pounds 
or ſhillings, to ſave thouſands who are periſhing for lack of 
viſion ; and treat this moſt important affair of the Redeemer's 
kingdom, and the ſalvation of the ſouls of men, as though 
we were nothing concerned therein, and were under no obli 
gations to him at alt reſpecting it? And can we think this the 
Way to obtain the favour and bleffing of Heaven? May ve 
expect our talents will increaſe by it, and be doubled, when 
we come to give up the account of our ſtewardfhip ? Or 
outward proſperity any where promiſed to ſuch in all 
the Bible? Is Chriſt any where become furety to remit an c- 
ſtate, thus hugged and ſacrificed to ſelf, an hundredfold in 
this world ; and to reward it in the world to come with ko 
: laſting 
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laſting life ? Or are we hot aſſured, that ſuch à with-holding 
from Chrift, and from the ſupport and ' advancement of his 


cauſe, tends to poverty? And what ſhall make our ingrati- 
tude leſs deteſtable, or our guilt leſs aggravated, than theirs 


to whom Chrift will ſay, [ was an hungred, and ye gave me no . 


meat: I was thirſty, and ye gave me no drink: I was. a ftranger, 
and ye took me not in, &c. ? Matthew xxv. 42, 43. That 
which he had given them to ſerve his own intereſts and ne- 
eeſſities withal, they had with-held from him, and conſumed 
upon themſelves ; and had violated all | 420A „Nen and ob · 
ligations to him in ſo doing. | 

3. I might urge the many great and precious promiſes 
which the word of God abounds with, calculated ta encourage 
ſuch liberality, and obviate and filence all objections which a- 
varice, or diſtruſt of the providence of Gd for the ſupport 
of ourſelves and families, or fondneſs for our children, and 
defire to leave an inheritance to them, can poſſibly ſuggeſt a- 
gainſt it. For Cd afſures us, it is not the way to poverty, 
but to riches and plenty in this world, as well as a better and 
more enduring ſubſtance in the world to come. Though 
what we thus lay out, may be gone out of ſight for a time, 
and may ſeem to be loſt, as bread caſt upon the waters; yet 
the promiſe of God ſecures itz we ſhall find it after many 
days.“ Eccl. xi. 1. And what words can we think of that 
would be more full, or a better ſecurity, than thoſe which 
Cod has ſpoken in this caſe. Let me turn your thoughts to 
a few of them, And O that we might hear them as God's 
teſtimonies ; and ſet to our ſeal that Cd is true in them { 
Prov. xxii. 9. He that hath a bountiful eye ſhall be bleſſed: 
for he giveth of his bread to the poor, Chap. xi. 25. The li- 
beral ſoul ſhall be made fat : and he that watereth, ſball be was» 
tered alſo himſelf, Iſa. xxxiii. 8. The liberal deviſeth liberal 
thiugs, and by liberal things ſball he land, Prov, iii. 9. 10. Ho- 
nour the Lord with thy ſubſtance, and with the firſt fruits of all 
thine increaſe, So ſhall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy 
preſſes ſhall burſt out with new wine, Chap. xix. 17. He that 
hath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto the Lord; and that which 
he hath given, will he pay him again. Heb. vi, 10. For God 
is not unrighteous, to forget your work and labour of love, which 
you have ſhewed towards his name, &c. &c. 


And 
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Pond a full aſſent to ſuch full, plain, ſtrong, and expreſs te, 


(4 1 | 
And can we, without a great degree of infidelity, with, 


ſtimonies of God; and ſtill yield to the ſuggeſtions of unhbe. 
lief. covetouſneſs, and ſelf-love ? Do we indeed believe, that all 
things are in the hands of Cod, that the earth is his, and the 
fnlnefs thereof; and that he gives it to whom he will; chat 
his pro vidence only makes rich or poor, happy or unhappy ! 
Don't it belong to the maſter to provide for the ſervant ? 
And will a righteous maſter, who has enough in his hands, 
let his ſervant ſuffer want, while be is faithfully improving 
the talents committed to him, for his maſter's intereſt ? Or. 
has he reaſon to think his ſupport more ſure, if he robs his 
maſter, and perverts the end and deſign of the talents com» 
mitted to him, to ſerve. himſelf? May he not reaſonably ex- 
pect to be deprived'of all? And may we not as juſtly expect 
that our with-holding Tych liberality as is in our power, when 
the cauſe of the Redzemer and the ſalvation of periſhing ſouls 
call for it, will progure. a blaſt, and prove a moth and 
rottenneſs in all we Heis? Are we not God's ſervants? Are 
not the talents he has committed to us, his property, even all 
our poſſeſſions ? Is not the cauſe, in which he is at pre- 
ſent calling for the uſe of them, moſt dear to, and of *the 
greateſt account with him? Is he not a maſter able, righ · 
teous, kind, and faithful enough to be truſted, eſpecial- 
ly with ſo ſmall a matter, as is at preſent called for; which 
we, (at leaſt many among us) would not think much to ex- 


pend to gratify a brutiſh appetite, or to revenge a ſmall 


affront, if our ſpirits were a little heated ? 
4. I might alſo urge, to excite us hereto, the rebukes of 


Divine Providence in years paſt, in ſuffering them to be ſuch 


a ſore ſcourge to our land. What evils might likely have 


been prevented, if our zeal for their ſalvation had moved us 


to be at as much expence to make them Chriſtians, as we 
have been at to fortify ourſelves againſt their ſavage rage and 
eruelty, which nothing but the goſpel can cure and pre- 
vent? | 

5. I may alſo add, that their wretched outward condition 
ſhould move our compaſſions towards them, half naked. 
and almoſt ſtarved a great part of their time—without any 


kabitations which are a ſuitable defence from the cold or 


ſtorm, 


turn 1 


: g 
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torm, —accomitiodated only with a matt of flags or butruthed 


ay to lodge upon—a kettle, a wooden diſh, and a wooden ſpoon 

4 or two-— And if I omit any thing in their inventary, it is 
2 neither in weight nor bulk ſa much, that it may not, when 1 
al the covering of their habitation is alſo added to it, be cafily fl 
80 tranſported, by one or two of their females, to a diſtant place WM 
45 by a ſpring of water, and near ſome hideous ſwamp, where ⁵³ 
A they may be plentifully ſupplied with millgerials for their low Mi 
: manufactures, and to which their hunters may make their re- 1 
10 treat from their diſtant rambles.— Straſſers to the ſweets of [4 
* friendſhip, and all the emoluments of ſcience, immerſed amidſt Wi 
is : ſcenes of cruelty and blood, they have nothing noble or worthy” WM 
. the rational nature, to entertain and feaſt themſelves and one 
another with in a ſocial way, — Can we think of this wretched' 
2 ſtate of our fellow men, and feel no egmpaſſion moving to- . q 
a wards them? Or can we think much of , little expence, to 
ls turn ſuch habitations of cruelty into, dwelling-places of righ- 9 
4 teouſneſs, and little ſanctuaries where the u Ged may de wor- |; 
x: ſhipped in ſpirit and truth, inſtead oF [cri to devils? l 
if To conclude, The ſoundeſt maxims icy will no doubt Mii 
4 determine us, if we conſult only our own ſafety, the | ll 
vl peace and quiet of our land, in particular; or the intereſt, Jil 
A increaſe, and wealth of the crown of Great Britain, in gene- | 


ral: and determine us too, that it is an intereſt worth ſecu- 1! 
ring at great expence: though the more weighty conſidera- li 
tions which reſpect their eternal happineſs, our obligations to l| 
Cod and their periſhing ſouls, and the being ourſelves intit- - 
led to all the bleſſings which are promiſed to ſuch, were whol- if! 
ly ſet afide, and quite out of the queſtion, yet, theſe are 
motives which, above all others, will always move thoſe who } | 
love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in fincerity, and are made partakers ⁶ 
of that ſpirit of love and compaſſion towards all mankind, of Wi 
0 which he has given ſuch a ſhining pattern and example for Fl 
p dur imitation, - al 


4 TAE CHARGE 
We do now in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and by 
that authority which he has given unto us for the cdification 
y of his body, the church, appoint and ordain you, Charles 
1 7efirey, to be a Miniſter of the everlaſting goſpel of * 
n 
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And to you, as one we judge faithful, we coinmit the keys 
Go you therefore, preach the 


of the kingdom of heaven. 
goſpel to every creature. Go forth into the highways and hed- 
ges, wherever the Lord of the harveſt ſhall ſee fit to ſend you, 
Go, and be a light to them that fit in darkneſs, Proclaim l- 
berty to the captives, the opening of the priſon to them that 
are bound; and to ſuch as have been Tong and faſt bound in 
chains of Pagan darkneſs, proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord; and the day of the vengeance of Cod to all them who 
will continue obſtinate in their impenitence. Feed them with 
knowledge and underſtanding ; and exerciſe all neceſſary con- 
deſcenſion and long ſuffering therein. Open to them, and ſet 
before them, in the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt light, their blind, 
dead, wretched, and deplorable ſtate by nature.; conſe- 
quently the neceflity of an intereſt in the Saviour whom 
Ged has provided. Point out to them this only remedy, 
Preach among them the unſearchable riches of Chrift : Exalt 
and ſet himup as the enſign of the people: Open the treaſures 
of his goodneſs to them: Shew them that he is a great Savi- 
our, able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that come to Cod by 
him: And by thoſe arguments which Chriſt furniſhes you 
with, perſuade and compel them to come to him, and be re- 
conciled to God. Divide to each their portion ; give ſtrong 
meat to them who have ſtrength to bear it ; but deal gently 
with the lambs, and the feeble of the flock : Imitate the great 
Shepherd, who gathers the lambs in his arms, and carries them 
in his boſom, and gently leads thoſe that are with young, 

Adminiſter the ſeals of the covenant to meet and proper 
ſubje&s thereof, always diſtinguiſhing between the precious 
and the vile; that children may not be denied their bread, 
nor that which is holy be given unto dogs. 

You are this day made a door-keeper, a ſteward, and a 
ruler in the houſe of Gd; you have authority from 
Chriſt Jeſus, to gather and embody into particular churches, 
as conveniency and occaſion ſhall direct, ſuch among the 
Pagans as ſhall believe in Chriſt, and witneſs a good pro- 
feſlion of. him; and alſo to exerciſe the. diſcipline of Chrif's 
houſe, by cenſuring the unruly and diſobedient, and rejecting 
the incorrigible, .and reſtoring again ſuch as are humble and 
penitentt, It is required in ſtewards, that a man be found 


faithful, 
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rithful. Be thou therefore an example of the believers, in 
yord, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in puri- 
y; and thereby obtain a good report of them alſo that are 
jithout, Therefore thou, O man of Cod, follow after righ- 
couſneſs, godlineſs, faith, love, patience, meekneſs. Fight the 
good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou 
ut alſo called, and haſt witnefſed a good profeſſion before many 
nitneſſes. Study to ſhew thyſelf approved unto God, a work - 
nan that needeth not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth. Be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in 
neekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves. Give at- 
tendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Neglect 
not the gift which is in thee, by the laying on of the hands 
of the preſbytery. Give thyſelf wholly to theſe things, that thy 
rofiting may appear unto all. Take heed unto thyſelf, and 
unto thy doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou 
ſhalt both ſave thyſelf, and them that hear thee. We charge 
thee in the ſight of Cod, who quickeneth all things, and the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, who before Pontius Pilate witneſſed a good 
tonfeſſion, and before the elect Angels, that thou obſerve theſe 
things without preferring one before another; and that thou 
keep this commandment without ſpot, unrebukeable, until the 
appearing of our Lord J7eſus Chriſt. Watch thou in all things; 
endure afflictions; do the work of an Evangeliſt ; make full 
proof of thy miniſtry, Keep that which is committed to thy 
ruſt, looking for the bleſſed hope, and the glorious appear- 
ing of the great God, and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt ; and when 
the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, you ſhall receive a crown 
of glory that fadeth not away. 
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ACT 8 It. 265 


But none of theſe things move me ; neither count I my life dear 
to myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my courſe with joy, and the 
miniſtry I have received of the Lord Jeſus, te teftify the go- 
fpel of the grace of Cod. 


W HAT ſublimity of thought, fortitude, magnanimity 
of ſoul, and ſweet ſerenity of mind, does this great 
Apoſtle diſcover, while he utters theſe words ! Superior 
to all the trifling dangers and ghries, which rouſe the fears, 
or excite the ambition of the great and noble of this world, 
he aims at nothing below a crown and a kingdom that ſhall 
laſt for ever. The prize of the high calling of Gd in Chriſt 
Jeſus, is all he has in view; and how he ſhall win this, is 
all his care, He paſſes on to the end of his race with 
a holy ardor, quite regardleſs of the enticing pleaſures, and 
frightful dangers, which would allure or deter him from 
purſuing the heavenly courſe, What an excellent example ta 
direct us to, and animate us in the r of both our 
chriſtian and miniſterial work 
This great Apoſtle had gone through many and great ſuf- 
ferings and trials for the cauſe of Chriſt, and, with the moſt 
heroic courage, had faced all dangers, He knew what he 
had ſuffered ; but could not diſcover what ftill lay before him, 
fave that the Holy Ghoſt witneſſed in every city, that bonds and 
affiiftions did abide him. Here were dangers, unknown in their 
kind and degree, ſet before him ; but whatever they might 
be, 


30 J 
he, he, with reſolution, purſues his end. He makes no ac. 


count of theſe things; no, nor of life itſelf : All his aim is, 
to finiſh his courſe with joy, and the miniſtry he had recei. 
ved of the Lord Feſus, by publiſhing the goſpel of the grace 
of God. 


When our Apoſtle uttered theſe words, he ſeemed to have 
two things i in view : 

1. The finiſhing his chriſtian courſe with joy; running 
for the prize of the high calling of God in Chrift, which is 

the common object of puxſuit ſet before all true Chriſtians. 

This is the firſt and chief thing in his view, as a neceſſary 
prerequiſite to the faithful diſcharge of the miniſtry he had 
received. | | 

2. His finiſhing the miniſtry he had received of the Lord 
Jeſus. This is next in view; and, as to him, and all why 
have received this miniſtry, is neceſſarily connected with 
finiſhing their chriſtian courſe with joy: For how ſhall ſuch 
as are intruſted with the holy miniſtry finiſh their courſe 
with joy, if they ſhall be unfaithful ſtewards in Chriſt's houſe ? 
Surely ſuch can never meet with their Lord's approbation, 

Theſe two things exhibit to, us the character and duty of 
the ſincere Chriſtian, and faithful miniſter : The firſt muſt 
be found in every one who would live and die with the com- 
fortable hopes of future and eternal glory; and both muſt 
be united, in order ta the character of a faithful miniſter of 


the Lard Jeſus. 


From the words thefe things offer to our conſideration. 


I. That it is the duty, and belongs to the character of every 
true Chriſtian, not to be moved, by the frowns or flat- 
teries of the world, no, nor by the love of life, or fear 

of death, from perſevering endeavours to finiſh his courſe 
_ with joy. 


II That it is the duty, and belongs to the character of all 

| the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, to ſet light by, every 
danger, pleaſure, and even life itſelf, that ſo, they may 
fulfil or finiſh the miniſtry they have received of the 
Lord Jeſus, 

I, That, 


J Ti 


1 
J. That i it is the duty, and belongs to the charaQer of every 
true Chriſtian, not to be moved, by the frowns or flat- 
teries of the world, no, nor by the love of life, or fear 


of death, from perſevering endeavours to finiſh his courſe 
with joy. 


It pleaſed Ged to propoſe to the Fews worldly hopes and 
fears as motives to obedience ; and therefore he ſaid unto 
ng them, Hearken, O Iſrael, unto the flatutes and judgments which 
h is ] teach you, for to do them, that ye may live, and go in and 
ang, poſſeſs the land“. This land was a type of heaven, and was 
ary therefore propoſed as a motive to obedience : But, fince we 
had have done with types and figures, and have heaven itſelf ſer 
before us, the world, with all its flatteries and frowns, is 


ard daſhed out of 6ur account, and the motives to obedience are 
hg drawn from unſeen things. The religion of Chrif propaſes 
th ſomething more divine and glorious to our view than the 
ich milk and honey of an earthly Canaan. 


rſe It repreſents us in a ſtate of diſorder and miſery while in 
e! this world; as in a ſtate of baniſhment, or, at leaſt, diſtance 
from our true felicity ; as ſurrounded with dreams and ſha- 
of dows, which mock our 'expeCtation, and elude our embrace: 
uſt And lets us know, that he who would rightly aim at happi- 
Ws neſs in the other world, muſt relinquiſh all expectations of 
uſt ſolid felicity in this, but ſuch as ariſe from conformity to 
of Cod, and communion with him. 

Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath, at one ſtroke, blotted out our 
hopes of happineſs in and from the world, when he ſays, 
In the world ye ſhall have tribulation f. This is the unaltera- 
ble purpoſe of heaven, yea a neceſſary portion for the ſaints 
while in this ſtate of trial, and the inheritance of all the 
heirs of ſalvation, ſecured to them, while here, in the cove- 
fe nant of grace t. He therefore who expects and ſeeks hap- 

| pineſs here, ſets his affections on things below, and not on 
things above ; and therefore proves his want of a due con- 
al formity to the religion of Chriſt. 


rf The goſpel teacheth us, that the frowns of the world are 
ay not worthy our concern : For, as it repreſents our happineſs 
he as independent of the world, and reſerved for the life to come, 

and ſecured there in the hands of our great Mediator, ſo it 


t ſhows 
S Dent. iy, t. 1 Joh. xvi. 33. t Heb. xii. 6. I Col. iii, 2. 
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ſhows us, that the miſery which the world can inflict, is not 
worth: eur" fear.s 1 cannot Ee us ien 
neſs I | 
What hath now W md * ths Grow of the world, 
is equally true, if applied to its flatteries. The ſenſual plea- 
ſares, ambitious defigns, and falſe glories of this world, are 
repreſented as bearing no proportion to ſpiritual happineſs or 
miſery. What is a man profited, if he ſhall gain the whole world, 
and loſe his ſou! ? Here every bed is too ſhort, and every cover- 
ing too narrow, and nothing can ſatisfy ; but at God's right hand 
are pleaſures forevermore +. The religion of Chriſt teacheth us 
to eſteem all things which the world calls gain, Loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, which ſo out- 
weighs every ſublunary happineſs, that all things elſe are to 
be counted as dung in compariſon of it. O how does the re- 
gion of Chriſt bury the world from our fight, with all it can 
promiſe or threaten ! And in what a magnificent and exalted 
manner does it repreſent the riches, revenues, honours, hap- 
pineſs, and joys of the life to come ! And all this is done to 
fortify our minds, and make us immoveable in our chriſtian 
courſe, whatever pleaſures may allure, or dangers threaten, 
Does it not then become all who profeſs this religion, not 
to be moved by any of theſe things, nor to count their lives dear 
to themſelves, ſo that they may finiſb, their courſe with. joy ? 
If this belongs to the chriſtian character and duty, then, 
where this is wanting, the character and duty are defective, 
i not wholly wanting: For, if the goſpel of Chriſt thus re- 
preſents things, then they, who are conformed to the goſpel, 
are conformed to this repreſentation, Thus did the A poſtles 
and primitive Chriſtians : Thus have the Martyrs always done. 
They diſeſteemed life, and every temporal good, that they 
might, through the grace of Chriſt, enjoy the everlafting { 
bleſſings which the goſpel propoſeth. In the belief of theſe ties, 


bleſlings, they cheerfully relinquiſhed every terrene delight, but 

and embraced the dunghill, the dungeon, the rack, and. both 

the ſtake. And thus it becomes all who name the name of wor 

Chriſt, to prefer unſcen things to this life, and all its plea- if tl 

furcs, however refined. He that is moved from his courſe For 

by * of theſe things, gives a practical proof, that he looks he 1 
at 


* Rom. viii. 18, f Pfal. xvi. 1 f. 
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i things cc und temporal, and is governed by them. The 
Nine of the high calling of Cod is all chat is ſet before us; 
and our whole bent and aim muſt be to reach this. All 
other things apart, this we muſt purſue ; and whatever ſtands 
in our way, muſt be eſteemed an evil, the avoiding of which 
ought rather to rejoice than afflict us. O! what ardour, what 
ſelf-denial, what faith and patience is en in order to 
fniſh our courſe with joy? 


II, That i is the duty, and belongs to the character of all 
the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, to ſet light by every 
danger, pleaſure, and even life itſelf, that ſo they may 
fulfil or finiſh the N they have received of the 
Lord Feſus. 


I perſuade myſelf, that no apology i is neceſſary for my ſpeak- 
ing, before my Reverend Fathers and Brethren, of the dan- 
gers and duties of the miniſterial office, with which the Lord 
Zeſus hath intruſted us, and in which we are ſo nearly con- 
cerned, I would avoid the air of a dictator or teacher to- 
wards you, and yet would remember, that I am an ambaſſa- 
dor of Chriſt to my Fathers and Brethren in the miniſtry, as 
well as to others, when I am called to preach before them. 

The Miniſters of Chriſt have a courſe to finiſh in common 
with other Chriſtians, The prize of the high calling of God 
in Chriſt is ſet before them as the mark at which they, as 
Chriſtians, muſt aim, as well as others ; and in order to reach 


this with joy, they muſt run and fight * earneſt; they muſt 


deny themſelves, and keep under their bodies, and bring them in- 
to ſubjection, leſt by any means, when they have preached to o- 
thers, they themſelves ſhould be caſt away*, They are not ex- 
empted, becauſe they are the Miniſters of Chrift, from the du- 
ties, labours, ſufferings, and ſelf-denials of the Chriſtian life; 
but rather are called to greater vigilance and ardour herein, 
both becauſe they have more difficulties to encounter, and 
work to do, for which they need more ſtrength; and becauſe, 
if they periſh, they muſt receive an aggravated condemnation : 
For the minifterial is ſo connected with Chriſtian work, that 
he who is unfaithful in the firſt, will be ſo in the laſt too. 


E Thoſe 
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Thoſe who have. received a miniſtry of the Lond.Fefus, have f 
in ſome ſenſe, two warfares to accompliſh, one Chriftian, the 
other Miniſterial, both of which are arduqus employments; 
and in order to finiſh our courſe in both with joy, we mutt 
not count our lives, dear to ourſelves. 

As it is in the Chriftien; ſo it is in the „linz beria! courſe; 
the rewards annexcd to the faithful diſcharge of both, are ſo 
far ſuperior to all this world can give, that neither the frowns 
nor flatteries of time bear any proportion to them ; and he 
that is allured or deterred from the diſcharge of the duties of 
either by the happineſs or miſeries of this life, thereby for- 
feits the character of the Miniſter and Chriſtian. It is therefore 
the duty of the Miniſters of Chriſt to ſet light by every danger, 
pleaſure, and even life utſelf, in order to finiſh the miniſtry they 
have received of the Lord Jeſus. 


In order to illuſtrate this point a little farther; let us brief 
I contider, | 


* 


1. The dangers and diflicateic of the miniſterial work 

II. What it is to fulfil this miniſtry, 

III. Prove the doctrine, and ſhew, That it is the duty, and 

|; belongs to the character of every faithful Miniſter of 
Chriſt, not to be moved by any of theſe things, nor to 


count his life dear in order to finiſh the miniſtry he has 
received; - 


I. Let us conſider the 41 and difficulites of the miniſte- 

2% rial work; and a very few of theſe can now be mentioned, 

1. Thoſe who are faithful in this work; are always in dan- 

ger of the reproaches of thoſe that know not God and obey 
not the goſpel, 

Few, very few of the faithful Ambaſſadors of Chrif; eſcaps 
the cruel mockings of wicked men. The goſpel they preach 
tends to pull down their ſtrong holds, and thwarts their dar- 
ling views. 

Chriſt crucified it to the Jews a flumbling bleck, and to the 
learned Greeks fooliſhneſs “: Neither the ſelf · righteous legaliſt, 
nor the openly profane finner, nor yet the worldly and carnal 
wiſe, can endure the doctrine of a crucified Saviour, which re- 
"quires the /eemingly, i, e. conceitedly the wiſe, to become fools, 

i. 6. 


® 3 Cor. I. 23 
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17. to lay aBide their own wiſdom, that they may become die 
rinely wiſe v; and this is the cauſe. of their enmity to thoſe 
who bring the /arul-emptying, ſoul- bumbling, Chrift-exalting news 

of ſalvation by ſovereigu grace, For, as they have an in- 
rard, deep-rooted, averſion to the goſpel · method of life, ſo 
they hate thoſe that inſiſt on this as the only way to the favour 
of Ged and everlaſting happineſs ; and this is more eſpecially | 
the caſe, when theſe doctrines are copied in the life of the | 
preacher ; for then they ſeldom fail of convincing and re- 
claiming ſinners, or of exciting them to hatred and perſecu : 1 
tion. This is worthy our ſerious conſideration. 1 

Chrift tells us, The diſciple is not ahove his maſter —and if |} 
they have called the maſter of the houſe Beelzebub, how much 
more ſball they call them of his houſbold +. Chrift himſelf was re· 
proached as in league with the devil, and we can't expect to 
eſcape. He that will deal plainly by faithfully with finners, I 
will feel their cruel mockings. It is a difficult and dangerous 
york to reprove fin in public or private on this account. 

How hard and difficult is jt to keep a ſteady hand in this 
duty? There is in the moſt of men an averſion to offend or 
diſoblige others; they feel a reluctance to ſay that which will be 
grie vous to thoſe they have to deal with, and this renders this 
part of our work peculiarly difficult; but if we conſider that 
reproofs muſt be ſo managed as not to offend, and yet mixed 
with ſuch a degree of authority as to have a due weight, how 
does the difficulty increaſe! 

2. The faithful Miniſters of Chriſt are, of all others, moſt 
expoſed to. perſecution ; for ſuch will not deſert the cauſe of 
Chriſt becauſe dangers threaten ; and as he who leads on an 
attack is moſt expoſed to danger, fo the faithful Miniſters of 
Griſt are moſt expoſed to ſuffering, 

3. The difficulty of this work will appear ſtill greater, if 
we conſider the influence which the conduct and converſation 
of Miniſters will haye on others, Every ſtep we take is criti» 
cally obſerved by our people ; ; if we connive at fin and do not 
reprove it, they will eſteem it almoſt lawful; if they ſee any 
thing of levity in us, it will encourage them to the practice of 
vanity ; yea, even thoſe freedoms which are lawful, and under 
ſome circumſtances may be duty, will take off the bridle from 


L Cor, ui, 18, + Match. x. 25, 
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the Lord's houſe ! and how difficult and dangerous is this 
work on this account? 


not ſpend their time in trifling amuſements, impertinent viſits 
or uſeleſs ſtudies : they muſt not incumber themſelves with 


GC - 


. conniving at their fin, and, it may be, ſetting them an ex- 


fall into the condemnation of the devil | ; therefore the Apoſtle 


ments. 


ſtrong evidence of a contempt of the goſpel among any peo- 
ple) but this is not to be done where it can be avoided. 'They 


now, as in the firſt ages of the Chriſtian church, when men 
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the } jaws of ſinners, if practiſed before them, and make them 
eſteem it lawful to run to the greateſt exceſſes, 

_ How many, alas ! are there undone by the looſe and carele; 
examples of their teachers ! How many are now in hell, cur- 
fing thoſe who ſhould have helped them to heaven, for their 


ample of iniquity !! O how watchful, holy, ſerious, prudent, cou- 
ragious and exemplary, ſhould thoſe be that bear the veſſels of 


4. This will appear ſtill more evident, if we conſider the 
diligence and labour requiſite to the faithful diſcharge of this 
work. 

Indolence here i 1s dangerous to our own ſouls, and the ſouls 
of others. 

Our Lord tells us, Bleed i is that ſervant who ſhall give his 
Lord's houſbold their meat in due ſeaſon ; but the ſlothful can- 
not do this, and therefore are not bleſſed but curſed, 

Let us conſider more particularly, 

1. What labour is requiſite to a neceſſary degree of know- 

ledge for the inſtruction of others. 

The Miniſters of Chriſt, muſt be ſcribes well infruBed t. If 
they are novices, or ignorant, they are not only unable to 
teach others, but are expoſed to be lifted up with pride, and to 


exhorts Timothy, Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to 
dofrine ; meditate upon theſe things; give thyſelf wholly to 
them l. Thoſe who would faithfully diſcharge this work muſt 


the world, nor involve themſelves unneceſſarily i in its employ- 
Indeed the ſcanty ſupport of many, lays them under a ne- 


ceſſity, with Paul, of labouring with their hands, and mini- 
ſtering to their own neceſſities (and this, by the way, is a 


ſhould give themſelves wholly to the buſineſs of their office, 
to reading, ſtudy, &c. for knowledge is not to be attained 


were 
_ — 
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were immediately taught of Cod in -a. ſupernatural way, but 
muſt be acquired in the ordinary way of diligent ſtudy, to 
which they ſhould apply themſelves with great diligence, that 
their profiting may appear to alle. 

Not galy a good foundation of knowledge is neceſſary, but 
alſo great diligence to bring that knowledge to the cars of our 
people in 4 ſuitable dreſs, Falthfulneſs will diſpoſe men to 
ſtudy ſuch expreſſions as may reach the conſcience, . The 
preachers ought to find out acceptable words t, and thoſe who 

are dealing with immortal ſouls, about affairs of eternal life 
and death, ſhould ſurely labour for thoſe methods of addreſs 
which are moſt likely to win ſouls to Chrift, This ſhews us 
not only the neceſſity of ſtudy, but alſo of an ac uaintance with 
language and nature, in order for a right di charge of this 
work; and therefore, thoſe who enter upon this work with+ 
out ſore good degree of this furniture, are not likely to 
diſcharge their office in a manner acceptable to Ged, or bene: 
ficial to man. Knowledge, therefore, is of great importance tq 
the. profitable diſcharge of this work, ſo that without ſomg 
confiderable ſhare of this, none ſhould enter upon it; Yet know: 
ledge, however great the degree, if it is not accompanied with 
grace, leaves the poſſeſſor deſtitute of the poſt eſſential quali- 
fication for this great work; for as grace does not qualify 3 
man for the miniſtry without other attainments, ſo all other 
endowments without grace can never furniſh him ſuitably for 
this work. And as this is the moſt eſſential prerequiſite, ſo it 
ſhould be the care of thoſe who keep the doors of God's houſe, 
to ſee to it, that thoſe who are to be admitted to this work, 
have a heart-acquaintance with the truths of the goſpel, For 
if once our pulpits come to be filled with men whoſe hearts 
are unrenewed by divine grace, and who are conſequently, in 
heart, enemies to Chriſt and his goſpel, how ſoon may we ex- 
pect to ſee the church of Chrift fall into decay, and a float of 
vice and error overſpread our Jeruſalem? I own, it is not al- 
ways eaſy to keep out thofe who are ſtrangers to the power of 
godlineſs: The weakneſs of the beſt judges in this affair, and 
the art and diſſimulation of men, render it impoſſible to guard 
fully againſt this evil; but this ſhould not hinder the uſe of 
all prudent and charitable means for preventing ſuch from 
coming into the >” 7. 


2. The 


E 


2. The work of Faithful Miniſters i is ; laborious in their pubs 
he preaching. When chey come to ſpeak for God before 
the world, they muſt ſpeak and act as men in earnęſt; their 
manner of addreſs ſhould ſhow to all that they are in good 
Earneſt about the things they ſpeak. How wretchedly do 
thoſe butcher ſouls, and bring eternal things i into cqntempt, 
who ſpeak of Ced and Chriſt, of Heaven and Hell, as coldly, 

and with as little concern, as they ordinarily do about the loſs 
or gain of a penny. Do not ſuch preachers harden the cons 
ſciences of fingers, and make them eſteem the cancerns of e. 
ternity as of little ar no importance. In this part of our 
work, every faculty mould be engaged; we ſhould ſpeak ag 
men looking for the coming of our Lord, as on the very 
brink of eternity, and as treating vith ſouls about the af. 
Fairs of eternal conſequence. _ 

3. This is not all that faithful Miniſters have to do: They 
are not only to teach publictly, but from houſe to houſe e. . Pa 
ftoral viſits and private inſtructions are duties incumbent on 
them, and they muſt and will follow their public preaching 
with private exhortation and reproof, as they do or can find 
opportunity, How much and how often a Miniſter is to vi- 
fit, is indeed left diſcretionary ; ; but that it is ordinarily their 
duty, is very clear. 

There is no part of our work, in my apprehenſion, more 
difficult than the well managing paſtoral viſits. O what re- 
ſolution, ſeriouſneſs, affability, condeſcenſian, patience, and for. 
bearance are neceſſary here! Where we attempt this work, 
what a backwardneſs do we find in the moſt? how often will 
the family we viſit ſcatter, and oblige us to look for one in 
ene place, and for another in anether ; and they come to the 
work with the greateſt reluctance? They are buſy here and 
there, and are ready, on every occaſion, to divert the con- 
verſation to ſomething foreign or trifling, or it may be to 
diſputing. Here i is required a ſteady reſolution to proſecute the 
end of the viſit. How full of trifling do we find people ? vain 
and frothy diſcourſe or ſomething of the world willcroud in; 
and this requires to be oppoſed with ſtrict ſeriouſneſs and 
gravity, which muſt be ſo tempered with condeſcenſion and 


affability, as to guard againſt diſguſt and prejudice, Ho] 
many are the prejudices and weaknelley of our 2 ä 
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Many are fond of eireumſtantialt, and 'unſkilful id theit 
donduct and diſcourſe ;j others are obſtinate and unteach · 
able, either from perverſeneſt or ſelf. conceit; ſome' we 
hall find making fooliſh and vain excuſes for their omiſſions 
of duty, others pleading for, and juſtifying thoſe practices 
which are pleaſing to them; though they are evidently 
contrary to the ſpirit of the - goſpel ; ſome will be feed- 
ing our pride and vanity by flattery, and others caſting re- 
flections and reproaches on religion, and on the mi : 
But however they behave; patierice muſt have its perfect work 
i us; we muſt forbear all reſentment; and, keeping down 


our own ſpirits; muſt teach them by our example the ſpirit 


of the religion of Chriſt; Theſe are ſome of the duties and 
difficulties of the miniſterial work; and, in the diſcharge of 
them, we have our own hearts and corruptions to fight as 
gainſt ; ; and who is ſufficient for theſe things ® ? but that pros 
miſe is our ſupport; Le I am oor you alway to the end of the 
world f ! 


I. What is ie eo fuld this init 2. 

I ſhall anſwer to this in a very few words. | 

1. Thoſe who would finiſſi or fulfil this miniftry, muſt de- 
tlarethe whole counſel of Cod t whether men will hear or forbear : || 
For, altho' ſome are weak and cannot bear ſtrong meat, and 
truth muſt be handed out'to them with prudence, agreeable to 
the conduct of our Saviour, where he ſays, I have many things 
to ſay unto you; but ye cannot bear them now, yet he that will 
ſhun to declare the whole counſel of God as he has opportu- 
nity, out of favour to any perſon; or from fear, or through 
tareleſſneſs and indolence, does not fulfil the miniſterial work. 

2. Thoſe who would fulfil this miniſtry, muſt make it 
the buſineſs of their life, and make all other things to give 
way thereto, This work cannot be done to any good pur- 
poſe while it is made a'by-buſineſs; and other things allowed 
to juſtle out this. It requires, to the right diſcharge of it, the 
moſt diligent application, fervent love to God and Chriſt, and 
to the ſouls of men, ſelf-denial and mortification to the world, 
and the utmoſt ſtretch of all the powers of the ſoul to reach 
the glorious end, 


P 


3. To 
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23. Ton faithful discharge of this office, there 1 allo re4 
. a conduct and converſation, which will exhibit a prac- 
tical-comment on the doctrines of our holy religion. No- 
thing tends more to convince ſinners than this, and nothing, 
will expoſe a Miniſter more to the reproach and hatred of 
thoſe who are hardened in ſin. This was the cauſe of the 
Jews hatred to the Prophets, to Chriſt and his Apoſtles; 
and this is the cauſe why the wicked are ſtill ſet againſt the 
faithful Ambaſſadors of Chriſt. Sinners will feel no great 


-uneaſineſs at the truth, when once they know that the preach- 
er contradicts all his diſcourſes by his practice. 


* 


But I proceed to the laſt, ching which is, a 
III. To prove the doctrine, and ſhew that it is the duty, and 2 
belongs to the character of every faithful Miniſter of tere 
Chriſt, to ſet light by every danger, pleaſure, and even 4. 
life itſelf, in order that he may finiſh the miniſtry he ach 
has received of the Lord Jeſus. al, te 
1. The miniſterial and chriſtian duties and labours, are ſo count 
connected in all that have received a miniſtry of the Lord Ft. bono 
ſus, that the one cannot be rightly performed without the intere 
faithful difcharge of the other; ſo: that all the arguments thing 


which ſhould move the Chriſtian to preſs forward in his courſe, niniſt 
ſhould excite Miniſters to the diſcharge of their office, For, Wl the cl 
if eternal things outweigh this life, and all the pleaſures and 
\ſorrows'o0f it, then it is wiſdom to preſs on, regardleſs of every 
thing here, in order to win the prize of everlaſting life. The 
. Apoſtle exhorts Timothy to endure hardneſs as a good ſoldier of Re 
Feſus Chriſt . This teacheth us that thoſe who will be I ew 
faithful in their work, muſt undergo ſufferings and hard- 1. 
ſhips. next, 
Thoſe that turn many to righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the flars happi 
for ever and ever. + And ſurely this glory far outweighs the 
| pleaſures and dangers of this life, and to attain this we ſhould ſures 
not count our lives dear. 


2. The ſouls of men are very precious, and of far more che cc 
value than our preſent honour, eaſe, or even our lives. Theſe inal ] 
are the precious things for which Chri/t paid the price of his * 

er 


blood; and ſhall his miniſters prefer their caſe, honour, or lives to 


their ſalvation ? No ſurely : This would be unbecoming, and i v7 
to der 01 
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to act out of character. Let us take Chriſ for our example. 

fr was @ man of ſorrows, and acquainted with grief, and ſuf- 
fered beyond our conceptions ; and yet the converſion and 
flvation of ſinners is mentioned as a compenſation for his 
ſuffering; he ſball ſee (ſays the Prophet Haiab,) of the travel 
if bis foul and be fatisfied*, And ſhall we account any trials 
wo great, any pains or labour too much, any ſuffering too 
hard ; or be hindered thereby from the faithful diſcharge of 
our office in tefti ifying the goſpel of the grace of God, thereby to. 
call, yea compel ſinners to come to Chriſt ? | 

3. The ſhortneſs of our lives ſhould excite us to endure 
in this work, Did we but view eternity as at the door, how 
hould we preach every ſermon, pay every viſit, ſtudy every 
diſcourſe, and perform every duty of our office, as tho' it 
rere our laſt ! 

4. The honour of our Divine Lord and Redeemer calls for 
ſuch fervour in this work. We profeſs to love him above. 
all, to be partakers of the benefits of his death ; and ſhall we 
count our lives too precious to ſpend for him ? Does not this 
honour call on us to make the advancement of his kingdom and 
intereſt in our own ſouls, and in the ſouls of others, the one 
thing needful? He therefore who neglects the duties of the 
niniſtry he has received of the Lord Jeſus, thereby forfeits 
the character of a faithful miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 


The improvement follows in a few remarks. 


Remark 1. The principal deſign of this diſcourſe, is to 
* and repreſent to both Miniſters and People, 
. The diſproportion there is between this worlll and the 
_ and the importance of ſecuring a title to the joys and 
happineſs of that life, whatever it may deprive us of here. 
Why ſhould we prefer the dung-hill vanities of life, the plea- 
ſures of ſenſe, the greatneſs of fortune, or the applauſe of 
men, to the eternal enjoyment of Cod, the glories of Heaven, 
the company of Saints and Angels, and the applauſe of our 
final Judge | 
2. That our happineſs is reſerved for the next world, 
The religion of Chrift teaches us, that nothing deſerves our 
bope or fear, joy or ſorrow, but thoſe things which can hin- 


der or promote our preſent holineſs, or future happineſs. | 
3. That 
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3. That the love of life, and fear of death, ave very apy 
to draw us aſide from our chriſtian courſe, me. 
\ Remark 2. As we have much to do, both as Miniſters 
and Chriſtians, ſo we need conſtant divine ſupplies to 


us through. Chrift is the author and finiſber of faith . and by 
his power alone can we be kept through faith unto: ſalvation, 


" Remark 3. The miniftry is the gift of Chrift : We receive 
it of him, and not of man. Men are employed to commiſſion 
us to this office, i. e. to bring the commiſſion ; but the of. 

ice, and the power of it, is from Chriſt ; and therefore, in 

his name, and by his authority, do we preach, as a Magi. 
ſtrate acts in the name and authority of the King from whom 
he received his commiſſion, 'This is the gift of Chrift to the 
church, Epheſ. iv. 11. the end of which is the edification 
of his body the church, | 


But I muſt conclude with a brief addrefs, ft to him who 
has this day been ſet apart to the work of the Miniſtry. 
| RevEREND and DEar BROTHER, Tou have been hear- 
ing a little of the difficulty and danger of the work you have 
this day entered upon, which is common to all your Fathers 
and Brethren : You have caſt in your lot with us, and muſt, 
if God ſpare you, bear with us the burden and heat of the day. 
But when I conſider the peculiar province aſſigned you by 
the great Head of the church, that you are to be'an Evan- 
geliſt to travel and ſpread the goſpel in the dark parts of the 
Pagan world, methinks, what I have ſaid ſeems to be ſo fo- 
| reign from your peculiar difficulties and dangers, that a 
4 whole diſcourſe might be filled up with predictions of ſuch 
f perils and hardſhips, as are not ordinarily to be expected in 
ö the diſcharge of this difficult work. 4 ; 
You are going, Dear Brother, into the howling wilderneſs, 
to carry the golden treaſures of goſpel-grace to thoſe who fit 
in the region and ſhadow of death, and who' are more un- 
governable than the wild beaſts of the deſart, The dangers 
you may there encounter, are ſo hid with-God, as not to be 
certainly known to us, or you now ; yet he muſt be ſtrange- 
1y ignorant of the ſtate of things, who can't foreſee, without 


the ſpirit of propheſy, that the hazard and peril is great. 
You 
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You. muſt, therefore, endure hardneſs as a good ſoldier Chriſt. 
Doubtleſs your fare muſt often be not only coarſe and mean, 


brew ind for a covering, you will be indulged with the Harry ſties, 
ns or the gloom of impending clouds. You muſt encounter the 
1 inclemency of the ſeaſon, the ſtorms of rain and cold, and be 

: often, perhaps, without the meang/t cottage, or an Indian wig- 
eceive vam, for your ſhelter. You will be far from all carthly 
ifſion friends, and the agreeable affiſtance they might afford. You 
e of- will be out of the reach of the counſel and advice of your 
Ee, in Fathers and Brethren in the miniſtry, which you will feel the 
Magi- WW want of in many exigencies. You muſt dwell among a peo: 
rhom ple of a hard language ; 'and therefore, will be under great 
0 the diſadvantages of diſcovering their plots, if they ſhould form 
ation any againſt you. Your only or chief help, under God, muſt 


be from the dear Yquth who is to be your companion. You 
muſt bear with baſe ingratitude from thoſe, for whoſe ſake you 
forego the pleaſures which a plentiful fortune *, and dear friends, 
might afford, and are ſacrificing all that the world calls hap- 
pineſs.— O how many are the perils you muſt engage in, and 
go through !—But I ſpare you. —And now, for your conſor 
lation and comfort under all theſe, and a thouſand more name- 
weſt, leſs difficulties, I would mention only one word from the 
mouth of our aſcended Lox D- Lo! I am with you. This is 
enough ! This is all, — Lou can aſk no more. This is the high» 
eſb happineſs of the Saints here; and the fulneſs of this, is 
"the the perfection of the bleſſedneſs above. Lo! I am with you, 
WY —as a Friend—a Counſellor—a Shield—a High Tower 
a Phyſician, —Lo ! I am with you, — as Food —as Raiment— 
uch as every thing you can want. Go forth, therefore, dear 
Brother ; for Jeſus goes with you Set him up among the 


d in 
, Heathen. Your perils and dangers, well ſuſtained, will do 
><, honour to the dear Jeſus, who ſhed his blood for us and 
) fit 4 them; 
un- * Mr SMITH is a young man, about 27 years of age. God hath given him 2 
ers comfortable fortune, the income of which is ſofficient to ſupport himſelf and a companion 
In travels; and this, with his life, and all his powers, he has devoted to the ſervice of the 
be glorious Redeemer, among the poor periſhing Indians in North America, as Go (hall open 
. a door for his ſervice among them: And, when he has been deprived of this he'd of labour, 
ge he hath travelled through the provinces, and preached the gol to ſuch peop'e as were de- 
out ſtitute of it, and unable to ſupport it, without taking any read from any. Happy would 
it be, if this noble inſtance of generoſity might excite ſame, who have this world's goods, 
at. to follow his example, or, at leaſt, to enable others to ſpend their lives, who have no fore” 


tunes to ſpend, in this glogious work, 


but ſcanty and ſmall. Your lodging may often be the cold earth; 


2 Much depends on you: ' You muſt, therefore, ſtudy to be 


teach Eis poor "ſavage brethren, among whom be naw. lives in a decent manner; and bs 


[ 44 J 
* (ny. ö n an lacreaſe' of the. Crawn of Glory, which he 
will give to you, and t all that love his. appearing ,* | 


Finally, Dear Brother, to Cod we commend you, and ta 
the power of his grace, which is able to keep and defend you 
in all dangers. I may venture to. aſſure you of the. prayers of 
the friends of Zion, We can't forget you, though you will 
de far from us: and ſhall, through grace, be ever ready to 
promote your uſefulneſs and comfort by every means in our 
power, We with nothing more than your ſucceſs and com- 
fort in your miſſion, and a happy meeting al all God's 
choſen above. | 


My addreſy now turns to the Youth — is going as 3 
companion and interpreter to this Reverend Brother. 


DAR Son JOSEPH, The eyes of us all are on you, 
as the medium or channel by which the knowledge of our 
Lord is to be communicated to your brethren the Indians. 


faithful, and to deliver yourſelf from guilt: You, muſt make 
them to underſtand the words you hear, and ſpeak to them 
with that earneſtneſt, which ſuch great things require. You WY 
will be the companion, and therefore muſt be the boſom- 


friend of your Reverend Teacher: You will have it in your 4 

ö s en 
power to return the many kindneſſes you have received from *. 
him, white you have been a ſtranger in this land: You know ** 
the heart of a ſtranger; therefore, requite this our Brother 54 
For all his love to you, when he ſhall come to a ſtrange land. "IF 


We wiſh you the preſence of God, an increaſe in the ſaving "ip 
knowledge of Chrift; and that God may honour you, by ma- 


king you faithful, and inſtrumental in winning many of your * 
brethren to himſelf; and that you and we ney meet together * 7 
at laſt in GLoRyY, er, een uk *. 

Smit li 


I conclude with a few words to this aſſembly. 


We have, my Hearers, this day, ſeen, with pleaſure, 2 
Kopetul ſtep (the firſt of this kind that has been taken in 
Le this 


his JOSEPH is a Chief of the Mohawk Nation, was educated by Mr Wheelock 
is one whoſe heart Cod liath touched, and who appears eminently pious and zealous W 


Hor ſe is an aſylum for tte Diijlionarics in that wilderneſs. 


2 6; =. 57; 5: 5h 


* 
this colony) for the accompliſhment of that 3 Pr ii, 8. 
[ will give thee the Heathen' for thine inheritance, &c. Tour 
eyes have ſeen, for a long time, the evidences of God's kind 
deſigns to the poor Pagans of this land, in the beginning, con- 
tinuance, and almoſt miraculous ſuppert of the ſchool in this 
place, which, under God, was hegun, and has, for near nine 
years, been ſupported, mainly by the indefatigable induſtry, 
fervent prayers, and faith of your Reverend Paſtor * : And 
Cod is ſtill owning this piaus and charitable deſign in a very 
viſible manner, He has hereby honoured him and you, and 
requires and calls for your fervent prayers for him, and a 
more than ordinary chearfulneſs in communicating of your 
outward good things for his ſupport and comfort, Chrift will 
be fully ſatisfied for all his bitter ſufferings, when he ſees the 
travel of his ſoul, i. e. the converſion of finners : And ſhould 
not our hearts exult in the proſpect of the enlargement of his 
kingdom? Let none be diſheaptened at the preſent gloomy 
appearances +, *Tis poſſible, and even Probable, that Chriſt 
will break the Heathen with a rod of iron t, in order to make 
way for the ſpread of the goſpel among them: And it is 
more than probable, that this rupture we now hear of, is a 
juſt correction from the hand of God, for our neglect of the 
proper means for accompliſhing that glorious end. Let us ſee 
the rod, and turn to him that ſmiteth us, by a liberal beſtow- 
ment of our outward good things for this purpoſe, This is 
the duty of the nation, and of individuals, When this ſhall 
be done, we may hope to ſee the deſart bloſſom as the roſe, 
the habitations of cruelty become dwelling-places of righteouſneſs, 
and the knowledge of the Lord cover the earth, as the waters do 
the ſeas, May God haſten the bleſſed day. Amen and Amen, 


The Reverend Mr ELEAZAR WHEELOCK. 

+ At that time there were reports of a rupture among ſome of the ſix nations and others, 
which ſeemed unfavourable to the deſign of the miſſion, and which was the reaſon why Mr 
Smith was obliged to leave the Indians that ſummer, after be had travelled above 200 miles 
io preach to them. 

$ Pal, ii, 9. 


rr 


| 
* 
% 


«I». 


GARE ed Ed 


gh 


r 


N x 64 ry ld. Ia ws £88 Mrs ! J 55 21 


PAR: 2 Maze 
1 


| "4 0 2887 W111 
F029 16 Sir; or 


2 1 , " 9 | « as 


* , * A WR 

: * 22 . . , 3 W 
: "x 1 * " 

£ * — Ty > a 


"i torn $53 38 e vl "119522 $ 5701 * 7 4g 4 
r wa] oY 
« Bait . 10 abn. +; 4 el 50 £ E 2 
209d. an U Rn e mats T 100 17 1 "$6 "1 
"Pd. Li ede reren Feen hik 2 

reren 0.00 ban Ea 
wy Ry. r* N Andi at: 4 2 af ip +, 7 * 2 d 447 


"be Kant bay ur is NN „ 


* 


ent 2d 2270 l >. * ** 


Dan „en bin +! | 
Ng 10272 nt 18%. p © +. 8? gh bar 2 


8 bas 1 77 5 
l Sid 94.3 £5 tnt r: . be” «.::0- £6 


— 


0 . PR” » #74 
. © £ : 


Wi Two gretaes, Gout el, * wat ich Dom, 
363-8324 hobo Lug Fan | 75 

Je M "A. NS a O fit Fn v4 07. 
2 i <2, 1 8 e 


118 922 
ve SETS ad 2 * * 


* 


% ” ' » 2 
- . 4 
— . 1 ? * = W * > o 
h - 
- - 
+4 Fy. 4 * 2 
. oe — # * - + 4 — - 1 * 
* *.,4 „ : , 
: : 5 #* a 
— I ? * La - 


*% „ * - * ", % 4 wen. x ? 
© © * . C 's 4 my ; 1 * 8 WS 
? | \\ $4, 
ar l irn 
& 
* 2 5 
* tr. N EA 5 4 
1 PR 
- — 


3 * 2 1 +» 0 


* . ” 
| "OR * — * 3 „a. a . - yg <=S „ S aw 


